Couple’s waiting game is part of the process

Tearing down the house

By STEVE LANDWEHR
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water in the open pits surround-
ing them.

“It seemed like we were stand-
ing in mud and water up to here
almost every day,” he says,
pointing to his knees. The water
had to be pumped out in case the
crew setting the forms for the
foundation showed up. Now that
daily ordeal is over.

“At least we have a good foun-
dation, and nobody can take it
away from us,” Mat says.

0dds and ends

Sarah, a school teacher in
Lynn, has been demolishing most
of the interior of the old house
the couple is razing to make way
for their new one. Since she went
back to work a month ago, she's
had to find time for that on week-

ends or after school. And as long
as the dirt piles were standing,
there was no room in the yard for
a Dumpster. Inside the old house,
piles of lath and plaster and
plumbing and electrical fixtures
cover the floors, In the living
room, which will become a small
sitting room in the new house, a
sheet of faux-brick vinyl stands
bowed against the wall.

A trash container will arrive
soon, and Sarah can get rid of the
accumulated debris, then begin
removing the clapboards and fi-
nally, the roof.

Sarah is a little nervous about
that last project. Mat’s father, a
heavy equipment operator, was
going to take the roof off with a
machine but decided he’d likely
destroy the entire house.

Mat has suggested Sarah use a
saw to cut away the roof be-

tween each of the rafters, which
Sarah is reluctant to do.

“I don’t want to do anything
where something could fall on
my head,” she tells Mat. In the
end, the couple hopes to have
the assistance of family and
friends for the final stage of de-
molition.

The recent completion of a pro-
ject on the adjacent three-family
home where the Cummingses
have been living has also taken a
weight off Sarah’s shoulders. De-
leading was completed, and
there are once again tenants in
the second- and third-floor
rooms. It was tough going with-
out that income this summer, but
all in all, things worked out for
the best, Sarah says.

“It was better to have the house
and the parking lot empty while
we were deleading,” she says.

Penciled in

The couple is marking time be-
cause Tim Reynolds, the framer
who is the only man Mat will use
for his house, is tied up on anoth-
er large house also designed by
Mat.

Reynolds stopped by last week
to look at the plans and walk
around the foundation, getting
his bearings.

Mat is one of a dwindling num-
ber of architects who still churn
out drawings by hand rather
than by computer-aided drafting
programs. Reynolds says Mat is
a stickler for the tiniest details in
his plans and he's come to appre-
ciate that as a builder.

“All his drawings are like this,
not just his own house,”
Reynolds says as he leafs
through the thick sheaf of con-
struction plans and elevations.

Reynolds says it's especially
useful to have the interior views
of the finished rooms Mat pro-
vides.

“It's helpful to see what it's go-
ing to look like,” he says.

Reynolds tells Mat and Sarah
his crew should be starting work
in about a month, and they dis-
cuss where to store lumber once
it starts arriving and where to
set up power tools during con-
struction. They agree that at
least at first, the slab for the
garage floor will probably suit
both purposes.

Walking through the rooms of
the old house, the young couple
and the framer envision the res-
urrection that’s about to come.

“It's going to be quite a trans-
formation,” Reynolds says.

“All we have to do now is build
it,” Mat replies.



